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and, were Australia invaded, it would be its duty
to find troops and send them to crush the invader.
Its responsibility is limited only by its physical
power to affect these objects in and for each and
all of the widely scattered territories of which the
Commonwealth is made up. Financially, those
resources are now limited to the taxes it can raise
from the British Isles; so it looks with eagerness
to see what armaments the Dominions will organize
for themselves, of their own free will. Such arma-
ments are auxiliary to the capital forces which the
Imperial Government provides; and, as we have
seen, that Government in framing its estimates
values those armaments, not at the money which is
spent on them, but at their value for Imperial
defence, and reduces its own estimates accordingly.
Australia for instance might choose to pay their
men at double the rates paid to English troops;
but the value of Australian troops would not be
doubled thereby. The parity of Dominion arma-
ments with those of the Imperial Government,
whether in Tespectof?nateriel, equipment, or organiza-
tion, the extent to which they are to be subject to
Imperial control in time of war, and their general
efficiency, are all factors of which account must be
taken. Variations adopted by Dominion govern-
ments may improve their armaments for the purpose
of local defence and yet diminish their value as an
item in the whole scheme of Imperial defence.
Yet subject to all these considerations Dominion
armaments have a definite value in that scheme.
It is obvious that had the Dominions organized no
armaments at all, the Imperial Government would
have been obliged to spend more than it has spent